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Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.

Ephesians 5:1 NKJV
Self question:  Who do I pattern my life after?

As an imitator of Christ I must…

1.  Choose not to be a consumer Christian …
Mostly what God does is love you. Keep company with him and learn a life of love. Observe how Christ loved us. His love was not cautious but extravagant. He didn’t love in order to get something from us but to give everything of himself to us. Love like that.

Ephesians 5:2 TMSG
A consumer never sows therefore he never reaps…

2.  Choose to live a   disciplined and thankful  life…

Don’t allow love to turn into lust, setting off a downhill slide into sexual promiscuity, filthy practices, or bullying greed. Though some tongues just love the taste of gossip, Christians have better uses for language than that. Don’t talk dirty or silly. That kind of talk doesn’t fit our style. Thanksgiving is our dialect.
Ephesians 5:3-4 TMSG
Be thankful…It could be worse!

3.  Choose to be a life   -long learner  …

There was a time when you were nothing but darkness. Now, as Christians, you are Light itself. 9Live and act as sons of Light—for the effect of the Light is seen in every kind of goodness, uprightness and truth— 10and learn in your own experiences what is fully pleasing to the Lord.

Ephesians 5:8-10 MSNT
Who do you live to please?

4.  Spend your     life wisely  …  

So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. 16Make the most of every opportunity in these evil days.
Ephesians 5:15-16 NLT
You only have one shot at life…shoot well!

