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We’re given insight concerning preparing for battle…

Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

Ephesians 6:13 NKJV
Why?  Bad days will come…
Next we’re told how to prepare…

Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God…
Ephesians 6:14-17 NKJV
If we apply these six principles in our lives, we will live a life ready to engage your enemy…

The shield of faith…

1.  Faith is what _pleases God _…

It’s impossible to please God apart from faith. And why? Because anyone who wants to approach God must believe both that he exists and that he cares enough to respond to those who seek him.

Hebrews 11:6 TMSG
 Our faith gives God control of our lives…

2.  Faith’s roots are found in _God’s promises_…

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

Romans 10:17 NKJV
Faith is a choice not a feeling!

3.  Faith requires _proper focus_…

For we walk by faith, not by sight.

2 Corinthians 5:7 NKJV
Faith is living at a higher level of reality…

4.  Faith positions us for __God encounters__…
And He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace, and be healed of your affliction.”

Mark 5:34 NKJV
You’ll need more than one encounter with God in your life time…

5. Faith produces _faithfulness_… 
I can already hear one of you agreeing by saying, “Sounds good. You take care of the faith department, I’ll handle the works department.”  Not so fast. You can no more show me your works apart from your faith than I can show you my faith apart from my works. Faith and works, works and faith, fit together hand in glove.
James 2:18 TMSG

Attempting to be faithful without faith results in frustration.

